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Why is it that some children whose lives consist of dodging 
bullets, sidestepping drug dealers, or negotiating their next 
group home make it, while others fall victim to the streets? 
Why is it that some children who are burdened with family 
responsibility, trapped in broken schools, and fixed in low 
expectations achieve and succeed, while others never make it 
past the 9th grade? 

We are faced with these questions daily, inspired by and in 
awe of our youth who thrive and overcome their circumstances 
and saddened by our youth who don’t. But every day, Beacon 
House is here, trying to be that one factor that makes the 
difference, serving nutritious meals daily, providing stimulating 
academic programs, meaningful athletic programs, motivating 
mentoring and arts programs, and exemplary special events. 

Beacon House’s dedicated staff works day and night to remove 
the road blocks on our children’s path to success while our 
committed Board of Directors works tirelessly to ensure that 
we meet our mission. However, while we are on the front 
lines, it needs to be said that our accomplishments would be 
few without the passionate and enthusiastic support of our 
foundations, individuals, corporations, churches, the District 
of Columbia, volunteers, and partners. To say that we are 
tremendously grateful to our supporters is an understatement. 
Simply stated – we just wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for 
these benefactors. We owe a great deal of debt to our many 
dedicated champions. Thank you very much. 

As we count our blessings for another successful year and 
continue to move forward into the next, we recognize there 
is still much work to do. Only when it’s a certainty that every 
child who walks in our doors at age 5 and walks out at 18 is 
headed for a bright future, will our job be done. Until then, 
join me, or step up your current commitment, and make a 
better life a reality for the many at-risk youth we serve. Tutor a 
child, sponsor a football team, write a check, host a fundraiser, 
plan a field trip, or serve on our board – just do what you can 
to impact the lives of our children. I promise the reward is one 
you’ll never forget.

stacey erd

Beacon House has made a difference in the lives of children 
and their families for 15 years now, and I am so grateful for 
the opportunity and support given to Beacon House over these 
last 15 years. No dream is achieved alone; no realized dream 
can be sustained alone. Many of you have made Beacon House 
possible.

I thank the churches, the foundations, individuals, and others 
that have made the dream real. I thank you, and you all know 
who you are, for sustaining Beacon House. Your contributions 
have helped to alter lives, families, and to make a better com-
munity. We have improved the lives of those who stand con-
stantly with their backs up against the wall. We have helped to 
make possibilities come true and this is a great feeling. 

This work that Beacon House is doing is the work that needs 
most doing in this world. Child by child, we are creating a 
better world for all of us. We are breaking the bonds of de-
pendency. We are helping individuals and people grow to be 
useful citizens of society. We are creating tomorrow’s workers, 
parents, and dreamers. The youngsters we work with will be 
good parents to their children, and the impact will keep on go-
ing to their grand children. What a legacy!

This is something that all of you can claim as part of your 
legacy. We are here in this world to make a difference because 
if we don’t, there won’t be a world for any of us. In helping 
others, we help ourselves. I thank you for helping the children 
and families of Beacon House. I thank you for the last 15 years 
and the next 15. 

rev. donald e. robinson

95 athletic coaches provided 123,120 hours of 
mentoring, coaching, and outreach throughout the year. 

50 students received 2200 hours of one on one 
reading and math tutoring.  

from the executive director from the president and founder

These are interesting and excit-
ing times at Beacon House, which 
continues to grow impressively. This 
year the organization is serving over 
400 youth, with an annual budget 
approaching $1 million. We are par-
ticularly indebted to Stacey Erd, our 
Executive Director, and Gerry Kittner, 
our Deputy/Development Director, for 
fueling this growth. Constantly writing 

grants and telling others the compelling story of how Beacon 
House has progressively developed its programs and organiza-
tional strengths, they have attracted support from a widening 
pool of funding sources. We also owe much to the Beacon 
House staff and our many volunteers. Without their dedication 
and hard work there would be no success story to tell about 
what Beacon House has been accomplishing in the Edgewood 
community. 

Despite our good track record, we cannot rest upon our 
laurels — Beacon House faces plenty of future challenges. 
For example, to strengthen our programs we wish to expand 
our options for teens but must confront an increasingly acute 
shortage of space. Moreover, recognizing Beacon House’s ac-
complishments in Edgewood, others have inquired about our 
willingness to create or contribute to similar programming for 
youth in other troubled neighborhoods. In deliberating how to 
respond to such needs, the Board has realized that we must 
revisit our vision for the organization’s continuing growth and 
engage in longer term planning.

Fortunately, Beacon House has been selected as one of six 
organizations to participate in the DC Pathways Project, an 
initiative designed to assist successful community-based after 
school programs in considering possible expansion or replica-
tion of their programs. As part of this initiative, jointly funded 
by the Fannie Mae Foundation and the D.C. Children and Youth 
Investment Trust Corporation, the consulting firm Symphonic 
Strategies is helping us conduct a strategic planning process. 

Through this project, assuredly we will clarify as an organiza-
tion where we wish to be heading and the intermediate steps 
that may be necessary to fulfill that vision. 

In January, we welcomed four new members to the Board. 
Karen Gavin-Evans, David Johnson, David Lorms, and Michael 
Taets hail from diverse parts of the metropolitan area and bring 
unique backgrounds, interests and skill sets to the Board. Un-
questionably, their fresh perspectives and ideas will invigorate 
our planning and oversight processes.

As we approach Beacon House’s 15th anniversary, we can all 
look around and take pride in what we collectively have ac-
complished. Board members, staff members, local community 
residents, volunteers, metropolitan religious congregations, 
individual and corporate donors, and foundations — all of us 
have contributed importantly to the overall Beacon House part-
nership and deserve partial credit for its successes. Perhaps 
none more so than the two individuals whom we will honor 
at the anniversary event – Reverend Donald E. Robinson, for 
the vision and inspiration and boundless energy that he has 
provided as Beacon House’s founder, and H. Jeffrey Leonard, 
for his yeoman service to Beacon House through many years 
of leadership of the Board of the Directors and other support 
of the organization. On behalf of the Board, let me express our 
deep appreciation to both Don and Jeff, as well as our dedica-
tion to carrying on the work that they have enabled us to do 
through a strong and growing Beacon House. We hope you will 
join us on April 27 to celebrate our past and to look forward 
to our very promising future. However, even if you cannot 
be there, please realize that the Beacon House family is very 
grateful for your support, and hopes that you will continue to 
partner with us to enrich the lives of DC-area youth over the 
years ahead.

george niederehe

from the chairman of the board



Maecenas et nulla enim, vel posuere libero. Curabitur 
ligula mi, tempor nec porta at, venenatis ut nibh. Integer 
sapien quam, laoreet in lacinia nec, sollicitudin vel  
purus. Duis pharetra elementum tristique.

academics

Aenean pharetra venenatis porta. Nam quis turpis 
tincidunt nunc pulvinar molestie. Curabitur posuere, 
arcu eu accumsan dignissim, risus nibh tincidunt turpis, 
dictum mollis massa erat non diam. Duis quam augue, 
ullamcorper id varius fermentum, varius id libero. Etiam 
vitae lectus libero, nec varius magna. Sed quam sapien, 
blandit ut scelerisque a, vestibulum a nibh. Ut ut risus 
non magna lobortis placerat.

Vestibulum non ligula ut orci aliquam luctus. Cras sem-
per nisl vitae urna luctus suscipit vitae sit amet risus. 
Vivamus et tellus vel ipsum mattis malesuada consequat 
sit amet nulla. Aliquam nec elit enim, et imperdiet nulla. 
Donec feugiat leo non leo semper suscipit vel a nisi. 

Ut vulputate auctor nisl, vitae pellentesque erat eleifend 
quis. Aliquam tincidunt lacinia leo, non posuere mi sol-
licitudin sed. Etiam fringilla dolor tristique ante sceler-
isque id condimentum diam tempus. Cras ac accumsan 
ligula. Donec id cursus metus. Maecenas vulputate erat a 
dolor tempor laoreet. Integer id mi erat, vitae porta velit. 
Vestibulum ante ipsum primis in faucibus orci luctus et 
ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; 

Aenean congue pretium nunc quis sodales. Suspendisse 
potenti. Ut rhoncus mollis placerat. Praesent quam nisi, 
interdum sed fringilla quis, mollis eu ante. Praesent velit 
ipsum, luctus quis lobortis ac, adipiscing ut arcu. Sed 
ornare erat ac dolor accumsan laoreet. 
 

complementary programs

Vivamus facilisis sollicitudin imperdiet. Etiam urna mi, 
euismod sed tempus ut, laoreet quis sem. Cras in lectus 
magna. Nulla facilisi. Sed tempor ultricies justo eu 
condimentum. Sed sagittis, urna feugiat viverra mollis, 
augue dui consequat sapien, at ultrices orci magna id 
lectus. Proin mattis, lectus ut sodales pellentesque, eros 
nibh auctor tortor, non condimentum neque tortor eu 
nunc. Suspendisse potenti. In facilisis dapibus ante, nec 
pretium lectus semper in. Quisque nec elit tellus, et ali-
quam sapien. Nam lorem ante, sodales sit amet volutpat 
ut, consectetur eget orci. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Phasellus gravida suscipit 
risus non blandit.

Praesent quam nisi, interdum sed fringilla quis, mollis eu 
ante. Praesent velit ipsum, luctus quis lobortis ac, adipi-
scing ut arcu. Sed ornare erat ac dolor accumsan laoreet. 
 
 

Cras dictum imperdiet leo at elementum. Fusce ligula 
urna, molestie id euismod eget, tincidunt a massa. Pha-
sellus facilisis enim enim, ullamcorper faucibus sapien. 
Proin consequat, nunc in aliquet mattis, tellus ipsum 
hendrerit ipsum, ac fringilla sapien nisi ac est. Nullam 
eget urna magna. Sed tortor urna, mollis sit amet port-
titor a, sollicitudin sit amet diam. Curabitur ac mi turpis. 
Morbi sit amet consequat orci. 

Vivamus facilisis sollicitudin imperdiet. Etiam urna mi, 
euismod sed tempus ut, laoreet quis sem. Cras in lectus 
magna. Nulla facilisi. Sed tempor ultricies justo eu condi-
mentum. Sed sagittis, urna feugiat viverra mollis, augue 
dui consequat sapien, at ultrices orci magna id lectus. 
Proin mattis, lectus ut sodales pellentesque, eros nibh 
auctor tortor, non condimentum neque tortor eu nunc.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Aenean purus orci, posuere at lacinia ac, porttitor et purus. 

Ut suscipit, ipsum quis rhoncus viverra, felis justo commodo 

metus, at molestie elit erat ultricies magna. Pellentesque 

sagittis, erat non pharetra porttitor, neque erat blandit 

lacus, sed imperdiet erat velit ut ligula. Sed vulputate dic-

tum nibh, ac egestas metus consectetur at. Aliquam nec 

pulvinar sapien. Vestibulum lobortis molestie convallis. 

40 brand new bicycles and helmets were distributed 
to Beacon House youth by a grant made possible by  
Rails to Trails Conversancy.  

Over 100 students received over 13,800 hours 
of homework assistance. 

programs


